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lackcurrants prefer a rich soil containing plenty of humus and a high nitrogen content.
They have the reputation of doing well on heavier soils than would be suitable for red
or white currants, but that does not mean that they can be grown on badly drained clay
soils. Shelter from east winds at the time of blossoming is important because pollinating
insects will fly freely only in a sheltered situation. The bushes start to bear fruit in the second
year following planting; their length of life depends upon keeping them free from pests and
diseases; if well managed, they should last eight years at least before needing to be
replaced. The introduction of new blackcurrant varieties that are heavy yielding and resistant
to frost and diseases now makes growing this fruit very worthwhile.
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TYPES OF BUSH
Blackcurrants should always be grown as a stool bush. For ease of management, the Jostaberry
is best grown as a stool bush but can also be grown on a 75cm (2ft 6in) leg (but then needs to be
staked) which will prevent the lower branches with a drooping habit from touching the soil.

PLANTING DISTANCES
Bushes should be planted 1.5m (5ft) apart in the rows. However, the quantity of fruit can be
doubled in the first four years by planting 75cm (30in) apart. The distance between the rows
of blackcurrants and other soft fruits should be 1.5m (5ft) whilst 1.8m (6ft) is better for hoeing,
spraying and picking. The dwarf varieties Ben Connan and Ben Sarek should be planted
1.2m (4ft) between bushes and 1.5m (5ft) between rows.
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At the end of the first growing season, pruning should consist of cutting out any very thin,
weak shoots (less than 30cm [12in]) and one strong shoot back to the base of the bush. In
following winters, all branches that grow out at an angle of more than 45° from vertical should
be cut out. Otherwise no attempt is made to limit the number of branches.
Blackcurrant bushes need constant renewal to ensure heavy crops. Older branches will bear
fruit, but quantity and quality will decline with age. Therefore, when bushes are fully grown,
three or four of the oldest branches should be cut back to strong new side shoots or, if there
are none, to the base of the bush (see fig. ). Any weak or very low growing shoots should
also be removed completely. The Jostaberry should be pruned rather like a blackcurrant,
removing some of the older wood each year. Pruning can be carried out when the fruit is
being harvested or in the winter.

MANURING
PLANTING
A hole large enough for the roots to be spread out should be dug to a depth that positions the
fork where the branches divide at soil level. On shallow soils it is better to plant the bush at an
angle of 45° in a shallower hole where the soil will be more fertile. After planting, the soil
should be well firmed over the roots.

PRUNING
Although blackcurrants crop on the older wood, they bear the best fruit on the wood produced the
previous summer. The objective is therefore to stimulate a constant succession of strong young shoots
to carry fruit in the next season. This is achieved by fairly heavy pruning and by heavy feeding.
Immediately after planting, each branch should be pruned back to within two buds or 2.5cm (1in) of
ground level (see fig. 1). Failure to do this is tantamount to mortgaging the future of the bush. It is best to
select outward facing buds so the new growth does not crossover.

In mid-March, or after planting, whichever is latest, broadcast in a circle 45cm (18in) round
each bush:

30g (1oz) Nitro-Chalk (calcium ammonium nitrate)
and 10g (1⁄4oz) sulphate of potash. 35
In the years following, during early March, broadcast 90cm (3ft) round each bush:

35g/m 2 (11⁄4oz/yd 2) Nitro-Chalk (calcium ammonium nitrate)
and 10g/m 2 (1⁄4oz/yd 2) sulphate of potash.
Alternatively, a compound fertilizer may be used after planting and annually thereafter
following the manufacturer’s recommendations. The Ken Muir Tree, Cane, Vine & Bush Feed
is ideal.
When the bushes are fully grown, the amount of Nitro-Chalk and compound fertilizer should
be reduced by two thirds.

